1 render this Book as ; perfect as + poecle, it is is requerted, 


that any Gentleman, who ma discover Errors, of whatever" * 


* nature they may be, will be kind enough to point them. out, 
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48 they occur, either ty 4 | Note On Paper in + the Book, or by 


| giving Tyformation a at the i Office, when * Shall. be immedi». "| 5 


| | ately attended t to. 175 
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EXPLANATION. 


2 * 


Tun 883800 for acting the Publication of the New Agbs . 


undertake a Work of so much importance. 


It is well known that a Book has, for a long series of 1 years, been 


_ annually printed under the direction of a Committee of a Society, 


Book, after a variety of alterations, was at length arranged in a 


manner that gave general satisfaction; and, having continued above 
ſtwenty-four years to be the record of the age, burthen, built, qua- 
lity, and condition, of vessels and their materials, marked according 
to the opinion of skilful and diligent Surveyors, (employed by the 
Society in all the principal ports of the kingdom,) had become a a 
Boo of Authority, and, in a great degree, governed the Merchant, 
the Ship-owner, and Under-writer, in their opinions of the quality 
of Ships for the purpose of freighting goods or insuring, and conse- 


quently, in a great measure, regulated their value, 


In the preceding year, the Committee of the Society, without = 
consulting the Subscribers at large, made an entire change in this 
system, 80 long established aud so > universally approved, and substi- 
tuted in its place a plan founded on a Principle e ee 


. 9 perfectly erroneous. 


Instead of classing the Ships which they g gave an account of ac- 


cording to the actual state and condition asc ertained by a careful sur- 


veyor, a new system was adopted of stamping the character of te 
Ship wholly by her age, and the place in which she was built, with- wee” A: 


ont any regard to the : manner in which she was originally constructed, | 


the wear or damage she might have sustained, or the repairs she 


might fron time to time have received, or even being rebuilt ; thereby 


at once obviating the necessity of surveying the hulls of. vessels, | 


lessening the inducement to build Ships upon principles of streugt 


and durability, and taking away the encouragement to keep then i 1 
the best state of repair, that they might maintain their eee 1 bor 


the + ad ar alluded to. 


| Book of Shipping think it necessary to give a general Explanation of 
their Plan, as: well as to state the Motives which induce chem to 1 


formed of Subscribers, for the information of Under-writers; which I. 


——————_ — ——_—__ — 


EXPLANATION. 8 


It! 15 cenrcely necessary to say more on the subject chan merely to 


: give the rules of this 1 new Plan which they have N and which 4 | 
are as follow : | 


The letter M means he first class, 8 the se cond class, 
third class. The figures denote the number of years the vessels built 


ad L the = 


at the ports ag ainst which they are placed are to be continued in each 


class. | 
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| ts 
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Ve lb y Th: . 1 If LIVE OAK 1 ſs I 


Harrington | | 
ere, | E I Carolina 
"Deny: I Georgia 

e | Philad elphia e 
| New York. © 


New Providence 
French 
— Duten 
Spanish 
Italian 
Portugal 
Hambro! 
Bremen 5 1 
5 . mbaen 


95 Nova Scotia 5 5 „(( ( 
New Brunswiecx _Fo| 90 4 8 1 


Eon 
Virginia . 
Maryland 
hoston and the 
5 cc States , 


Gn 
© 


4 Nova Scotia : 


| Newfoundland 
: Nord ay Labradore A] 
Sweden nts 
Denmark 
— | 5 
Stralsund | | | : | : 
Stettin and Pinata, JJC 5 V 
general in the Baltic J - 8 VV 9 e 
Prize-ships, whosc ages are not ascertained, to have 5 no characters 
given them, | j Ce 2 x 


A 


6 | 4] 0 | Fir-built Vesscis | 5 5 5 


No general 1 reasons ; have been assigned foe the. new * and, an 
to the distinction of places, imagination is left to its free scope to 
ascertain what causes make some situations so inferior to others: 
for instance, why should ships built at Quebec stand in the first 
class, two years. Jonger than vessels built at Hull or the Northern 
| ports of this king dom, Wales, &c. ? and professional. men are equally 
at a loss to conjecture why the Committee have thought proper to 
class the shipping of some ports in these kingdoms in degrees $@ 
much inferior to that of others; not to say any "thing refpecting, the 
relative situations in which ships in foreign ports are placed, 

On the first appearance of this new system, meetings were eld 5 


by a nnmerons body of the ship-owners of this city, who came WW 


| wsolmions, cee in me enges manner; 5 disapprobafies? 


—— SO reg —— — . — Pore " 2 * 


xDLANNTIOx. | 


0 of the ET TOR of the Committee of the Society; and, amongst other 5 
resolutions, declared their opinion, that it was“ founded in error, 

and calculated to mislead the judgement of merchants and under- 
Writers, and, if continued, would not only prove of the most 


5 jnjurious consequences to individual ship-owners, merchants, and 


5 under-writers, but to every branch of trade connected with re- 
„ pairing and refitting vessels; and, in a great measure, tend N : 
destroy the chipping of the country. es 

Meetings were held. and similar resolutions formed, in the prin- — 
| Cipal out-ports of the kingdom. | | 


The ship-owners of London appointed a Committee to „ reptevent 


to the authors of this new plan the injurious tendency of their system; 
but that Committee thought proper even to refuse them an interview. 
Under these circnmstances, the ship-owners had no remedy but to 
raise subscriptions and make the necessary arrangements for publish- 5 
ing a book, founded upon principles so long established and so uni- 
versally approved; and, to carry the same into execution, they have 
appointed surveyors with adequate salaries, in every port of the 
| kingdom; and they now beg leave to submit the result of their 
labours to the candour of those interested in commerce, in shipping, 
and in the business of under-writing; and, far from wishing to 
make any mystery or secret. of their modes of classing ships, they 
beg leave to state the rules they have adopted, and whic h are as 
8 follow: fs 


RULES ADOPTF D BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE New 
25 REOIS TER. BOOK. or SIHLPPING. 


Hirst Class, marked A. 


- Rives ball Ships, if built entircly of British Oak, well seasoned, g 


$quared, and well fastened, twelve years. _ 
| Country- -built Ships, if built as above, ten years. 


Hermudlian and American built Ships of the Southern Soden E 
Iive-Oak and Pitch-Pine, or Cedar, or White Oak, if wel built and | 
fastened as above, ten years. _ | 


French built Ships, if built and fastened as above; ten years. 


Fpanish, Portuguese, Mediterranean, Dutch, and all Ships of the 
Northern nations, of Oak, erght years. 


British-built Ships, if built with a mixture of inferior foreign 
timber, erght years, 


Quebec and all the Northern States of America, of Oak, seren 


Hears, 


Neu- 


* 


bY 


=. 1 
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Fr eng AY 

5 8 
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33 
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| EXPLANATION. 


„Neil; if built with Juniper 4 W geben years. : 
Nova Scotia, &c. if built with Juniper and Spruce, seven years. 


Nova Scotia, or Newfoundland,” if bunt with Black Birch and 2 
1 Jour N | 


ed Class, 6 70 E. 


All Ships kept i in perfect repair that appear on survey to Be no 
defects, and are e e to ty 82 1 . 


: safety. 


Third Cla: 55, marked 5 


Ships, 3 from appearance of defect, or Want of ooh : 


and substantial repair, shall not appear upon survey perfectly safe 
to carry dry goods, though such vessels are deemed eee as far 
"ns regards the Sang goods not Hable to sea- damage. 


Fourth Class, marked O. 


Vestel ont of repair, and not dee med Safe and sca- worthy: for a 


forcign Vera 


— Ships | Materials. 


If wel TO mark ed 1 
If indifferently tound, marked 2 : 
After the letter of the oy $ character, 8 


e thus ayowing the ce upon "which they have accorded 15 


in the execution of this work, and the motives which compelled them 
to underiake it, they hope those, for whose information it is designed, 


will make due allowances for the defects that might appear on its 


first publication; as it must be obvious, that the collecting materials 
tor such a work is attended with no inconsiderable degree of labour; 5 
and, that in spite of the utmost attention, there will be many omissions. 


1 he Committee have used their utmost endeavours to collect the 
names of as niany ships as possible from the registers at the different 
ports, and, where they have not had an opportunity of surveying 
them on account of their absence, have inserted their names, bur- 


then, built, &c. by which description alone the merchant, ship- _ 
owner, and under-writer, will at least have as much information as 


1s n in the Register Book e of 


It. 


——— — — 
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EXPLANATION. 


11 will be seen, | that, considering the short time the Society hs = 
mY ff ho established, a very considerable number has been surveyed; 

and those ships, Which have not yet, will be soon Maproted and — 
8 marked as they arrive in port. * 


At the same time, they denen, chat those, hose vessels happen 


to have escaped the notice of the surveyors, will send information to 


the Office; or, in case any error should appear in the survey, it is 


SEE requested, that those interested will represent the same to the Com- 
mittee, when a new survey will be imme diately ordered; and, in 
the event of a difference of opinion, such measures will be adopted 
by them as are most consistent with 0 to the individu il and : 
justice to che publi e, ; 
They flatter themselves this Book will. be in a constant state of 
improvement, being truly sensible of its great impor tance; and 
no exertions on their Part Hall be wanting to a it as perfect a 3 
5 e | N Fo N 
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ABBREVIATIONS. 


In the First Coli | 


3 Brig | Ir. Dopirer K == Keich |, Sk. - FIDE E St . Schoot 


Baque Barque G = - Calliot 8 Luggæ Sp Slo p SW - Snow 
Cr - Cutter | I - = Hoy S8 —— Ship Sr Seh gener Yet - acht 


s--heathed. d--doubled. $&d--Sheathed and doubled. s.C.--$heathed w un Copper. 
S. C. J. B.—sheathed * ich COPPer and Iron Bolts. s. W. Gs eee with 808 
over Boards. | | 


a hs Third Column; 


3 De- rhree Deck- p, Stage De Ch==s pB--Sinsle Deck w ith Beams—owr-Deop | 


__- Waist—spw--Single Deck with Deep Waist 
Those Vesele W hich have Nothing under ew donne, have Two Decks. 


fo the Fourth Colm; 


b. -rebmilt t Srprs- Some R Lepaits NSds new Sides 


len.. - lengthened _ [| erp: Food Repair NB. new. Bottom 
rsd raiscd I lrp. = large Repair Nuw. - new U pperwy orks 


pb. 3 | trp. - - - thorough Repair [* On ; new Keel. 


8 NEW De ek 


"Om > Damages repairell ND, = 


die-. P. French prizes. p. 8 Spanish Prize—D. P. cl prize. 


3 Oar 7 ame- NW. Jew Wale: W. C. Wa! asc 00 for : 299 


"i 2 - » Tk POTS 


A. under rhe Owner, denotes that the Vessel | is American Tropen: 


The Nen Col 


= Contain the Feet of the Dr: aught of M ater v. hen loaded, Under the Draught of : 


WW ater, LC for Low Counter 8 * for Sing e Knees -x No Knees. 


In ths Eighth Column 


Be Pelſast Fa Falniou h -F Ly: Eyn n In  Teiznmouth 


E kr Brixol |Gr Grenock Ne Neweastle | Tp: Topsham 

& 4 ©o.- "Cork... | Hl WW Po. Poole Wa Waterford -. -*-: 
Ses Cowes: La Lancaster Ph Portsmouth Wn Whitchaven 
dDbDa Dartmouth Lh Leith Pl. Plymouth | Wo Workington. 
E Du Dublin Li - Liverpool Sd Sunderland Wy. Whitby 

D | Ex Exeter Lo London Sh Shields Ya Yarmouth 


N. B. The Abbreviated Port is alw ays th e Surveying. Port. 


= he. 8. underneath the Voyag ge ande for Constant Trader. 5 


FT No Gu of the common . are diatinenich 3d by a P. after the Num- 


ber and Wei, ht of Metal, —0 arron: ades by a C,—and Short Guns ON the New 
Construction by NC. | 


The T imber of which Vessels are built is marked by the e following lull Letters: : 


B.B. Black Birch | JAS. Juniper & Spruce | P. Pine | 
yo 44 „1% » 0. Live Oak e pine 
H. Hazel M. Mahogany [H. Witch Llazel 


The F. dures from 1 1 _ 12 ies the Characters, denote the Month of the Survey : 
Re | in the Years 1799 and. 1600, | | 
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